1/30/08

Blogging @ CLP Main—Planning & Brainstorming

Objective:  To start brainstorming the necessary guidelines and practical details so that the first phase of a library blog can be ready to go live simultaneously with the website redesign.

Why blog?

Library workers are charged to provide information to the public in all formats.  As the public has increasingly embraced electronic formats, library staff has a greater responsibility to provide information electronically.  The blog format is a way to provide information about books, music, videos, programming, and other library resources with a manageable level of staff time and labor.

Blog content?

Primary focus = collections and materials in all formats

Blog entries could include:

Book, music and film reviews

Booklists and read-alikes

Podcasts and video clips of book talks

Photographs, sound clips, and video of library programming

Descriptions of library resources (“Did You Know?”)
Discussion of book/music/video/entertainment news, tied to library resources

 Possible guidelines

Focus on the positive
Tie your posts to collections and services

Use a professional tone

Assume what you write is being read.

Be inclusive and sensitive to diversity.

Fact-check when necessary.
Write what you know.
Pay attention to grammar, spelling, and punctuation

Other possibilities?
Practical details

Scheduling?

Software?

Name? [Should emphasize collections/materials] – Ex:  Read, Watch, Listen [that’s the tone we’re trying to strike, not necessarily the best name]
Start date?

What are other libraries doing?
Next steps and timeline
Create a short objective that describes our goal [two weeks]

Brainstorm a list of possible content for blogger use [three weeks]
Browse other library blogs for examples/ideas [two weeks]
Decide on official guidelines [three weeks]

Pick a blogging software package [two weeks to test things out, one week to decide]

Create a schedule [ 1 month]

Pick a start date—variable, based on IT’s timeline for website redesign

Choose a cool, catchy, yet professional name [1 month, or up to the start date]

