The Free Library of Philadelphia

LEAP AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM FOR GRADES 1-12

The goal of the LEAP after school program is to provide homework assistance, computer literacy, library skills, and enrichment programs for school age children and teens in grades 1 through 12.  LEAP provides consistent professional assistance and mentoring for youth at 53 agencies through a team composed of the After School Leader, the Teen Leadership Assistants, the Associate Leaders, the Children’s Librarian and the Branch agency staff.  In addition to the homework and computer help offered Monday through Friday, LEAP provides a planned weekly cultural or educational activity and a weekly computer or other technology activity.  LEAP is an open, drop-in program; no registration is necessary.  The LEAP program is in operation from September-June.

LEAP AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM - FACTS & FIGURES

· 80,000 1st – 12th grade students will participate during 2007-2008 school year at 54 public libraries in Philadelphia.

· 150 – 200 high school students from local library neighborhoods are employed as Teen Leadership Assistants (TLAs) throughout the Free Library of Philadelphia system to mentor and work with children and teens.

· Ten graduate TLAs, currently attending college in the Philadelphia area, are employed as Associate Leaders to mentor and train TLAs and provide program and technology support

· 54 college graduates are employed as After School Leaders five days per week at Free Library of Philadelphia agencies throughout Philadelphia to work with children and teens. 

· 15 hours of orientation training for TLAs and ASLs include customer service, working with youth, workplace etiquette and skills, technology, and information literacy

· Additional training topics include SAT preparation, resume writing for teens, conflict resolution, money management for teens, program development, career development, leadership and presentation skills, and other life skills and job appropriate subjects

· 300+ high school students from across the City attend the annual “by and for teens” Youth Empowerment Summit (YES) which is planned and presented by TLAs

· Awards and honors from the American Library Association, the Philadelphia Foundation Williams Award Committee, Delaware Valley Grantmakers, the Young Adult Library Services Association

